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Judge weighing abortion pill is favorite of conservatives

In this image from video from the Senate Judiciary Committee, Matthew Kacsmaryk listens during 
his confirmation hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington, on 
Dec. 13, 2017. 
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By L. WHITEHURST/A. RICHER 
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
Texas judge hearing a case 
that could throw into jeop-
ardy access to the nation’s 
most common method 
of abortion is a former at-
torney for a Christian legal 
group who critics say is 
being sought out by con-
servative litigants because 
they believe he’ll be sym-
pathetic to their causes.
U.S. District Judge Matthew 
Kacsmaryk, who’s consid-
ering a lawsuit aimed at 
putting a nationwide halt 
to use of the drug mifepris-
tone, was appointed by 
President Donald Trump 
and confirmed in 2019 over 

fierce opposition by Demo-
crats over his history oppos-
ing LGBTQ rights. Mifepris-
tone blocks the hormone 
progesterone in the body 
and is used with the drug 
misoprostol to end preg-
nancy within the first 10 
weeks. Kacsmaryk is hear-
ing arguments in the case 
on Wednesday, days after 
he took the unusual step 
of telling attorneys dur-
ing a status conference 
not to publicize the hear-
ing because the case has 
prompted death threats 
and protests and he be-
lieved “ less advertisement 
of this hearing is better.”

Continued on Page 2
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A former federal prosecu-
tor and lawyer for the con-
servative First Liberty Insti-
tute, the judge has ruled 
against the Biden admin-
istration on other issues, 
including immigration. He 
was among more than 230 
judges installed to the fed-
eral bench under Trump as 
part of a movement by the 
Republican president and 
Senate conservatives to 
shift the American judiciary 
to the right.
Interest groups have long 
attempted to file lawsuits 
before judges they see as 
friendly to their points of 
view. But the number of 
conservative lawsuits filed 
in Kacsmaryk’s Amarillo 
courthouse — where he is 
assigned all new cases as 
the sole district court judge 
— has spawned accusa-
tions that right-wing plain-
tiffs are seeking him out be-
cause they know he’s likely 
to side with them.
“Why are all these cases 
being brought in Amarillo if 
the litigants who are bring-
ing them are so confident in 
the strength of their claims? 
It’s not because Amarillo is 
convenient to get to,” said 
University of Texas law pro-
fessor Stephen Vladeck. “I 
think it ought to alarm the 
judges themselves, that liti-
gants are so transparently 
and shamelessly funneling 
cases to their courtroom.”
If Kacsmaryk rules against 
the drug, the Food and 
Drug Administration — 
which has approved using 
mifepristone — is expected 
to quickly appeal the rul-
ing. Clinics have said they 
could carry on with using 
one other drug alone to ter-
minate pregnancies if nec-
essary but that approach is 
slightly less effective.
During his confirmation 
hearings, Kacsmaryk told 
lawmakers it would be “in-

appropriate” for a judge to 
allow their religious beliefs 
to impact a matter of law. 
He pledged to “faithfully 
apply all Supreme Court 
precedent.”
“As a judicial nominee, I 
don’t serve as as a legisla-
tor. I don’t serve as an ad-
vocate for counsel. I follow 
the law as it is written, not 
as I would have written it,” 
Kacsmaryk said at the time.
Before the abortion pill 
case, Kacsmaryk was at 
the center of a legal fight 
over Trump’s “Remain in 
Mexico” policy, which re-
quired tens of thousands of 
migrants seeking asylum to 
wait in Mexico for hearings 
in U.S. immigration court.
In 2021, he ordered that 
the policy be reinstated in 
response to a lawsuit filed 
by the states of Texas and 
Missouri. The U.S. Supreme 
Court overruled him and 
said that the Biden ad-
ministration could end the 
policy, which it did last Au-
gust. But in December Kac-
smaryk ruled that the ad-
ministration failed to follow 
federal rulemaking guide-
lines when terminating the 

practice, an issue that the 
Supreme Court didn’t ad-
dress.
He has also ruled that al-
lowing minors to obtain 
free birth control without 
parental consent at feder-
ally funded clinics violated 
parental rights and Texas 
law.
In other cases, he has ruled 
that the Biden administra-
tion wrongly interpreted 
part of the Affordable Care 
Act as prohibiting health 
care providers from dis-
criminating against people 
because of their sexual ori-
entation or gender identity. 
And he sided with Texas 
in ruling against Biden ad-
ministration guidance that 
said employers can’t block 
workers from using a bath-
room consistent with their 
gender identity.
In another case — brought 
by states challenging a 
Department of Labor rule 
— the Justice Department 
wrote in a recent court fil-
ing that “there is no ap-
parent reason—other than 
judge shopping” that ex-
plains why the lawsuit was 
filed in Amarillo.

Kacsmaryk’s decisions 
have been “consistent with 
what a lot of conservatives 
were hoping for, and a lot 
of progressives were fearful 
of,” said Daniel Bennett, an 
associate professor at John 
Brown University in Arkan-
sas, who wrote a book on 
the conservative Christian 
legal movement. “This is 
not a judge who’s neces-
sarily going to be riding the 
fence.”
Kacsmaryk’s detractors 
said his past writings and le-
gal work revealed extremist 
views and animus toward 
gay and transgender peo-
ple. In articles before be-
ing nominated, he wrote 
critically of the Supreme 
Court’s Roe v. Wade deci-
sion that established a na-
tionwide right to an abor-
tion and the Obergefell de-
cision that legalized same-
sex marriage nationally.
In 2015, he slammed an ef-
fort to pass federal gender 
identity and sexual orien-
tation protections, writing 
that doing so would “give 
no quarter to Americans 
who continue to believe 
and seek to exercise their 

millennia-old religious belief 
that marriage and sexual 
relations are reserved to 
the union of one man and 
one woman.”
A year later, he signed a 
letter that quoted another 
article as describing the 
“belief that one is trapped 
in the body of the wrong 
sex” as a “fixed, irrational 
belief” that is “appropriate-
ly described as a delusion.”
Republican U.S. Sen. Susan 
Collins of Maine was among 
those who opposed Kacs-
maryk’s nomination, citing 
what she described as an 
“alarming bias against the 
rights of LGBTQ Americans 
and disregard for Supreme 
Court precedents.”
Kacsmaryk’s defenders say 
he has been unfairly ma-
ligned.
Mike Davis, founder of the 
Article III Project, a conser-
vative judicial advocacy 
group, said Kacsmaryk 
has shown no evidence 
of bias on the bench. He 
noted that Kacsmaryk was 
deemed “qualified,” by the 
American Bar Association, 
which means he satisfied 
what the group describes 
as “very high standards with 
respect to integrity, profes-
sional competence and ju-
dicial temperament.”
“These allegations that he’s 
biased are completely un-
founded and they unfairly 
conflate his legal advo-
cacy with bigotry,” Davis 
said. “These Democrat 
politicians are sending a 
message to Christians and 
other people of faith that 
they are not allowed in the 
public square.”
Before joining the bench, 
Kacsmaryk worked as an 
assistant U.S. attorney in 
Texas and was involved 
in such cases as the pros-
ecution of Khalid Ali-M Al-
dawsari, the former Texas 
Tech University student 
from Saudi Arabia convict-
ed in a failed bomb plot.q

Three members of the Women’s March group protest in support of access to abortion medication 
outside the Federal Courthouse on Wednesday, March 15, 2023 in Amarillo, Texas. 
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By LOLITA C. BALDOR and 
TARA COPP 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
said he spoke to his Russian 
counterpart on Wednes-
day about the destruc-
tion of a U.S. drone over 
the Black Sea, which had 
brought the two countries 
closest to direct conflict 
since Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine a year ago. It was 
the first call between Austin 
and Defense Secretary Ser-
gei Shoigu since October.
“I just got off the phone with 
my Russian counterpart, 
Minister Shoigu,” Austin said 
at a Pentagon press brief-
ing. “As I’ve said repeated-
ly, it’s important that great 
powers be models of trans-
parency and communica-
tion, and the United States 
will continue to fly and to 
operate wherever interna-
tional law allows.”
The U.S. military said it 
ditched the Air Force MQ-9 
Reaper in the sea after a 
Russian fighter jet struck its 
propeller while it was flying 
in international airspace. 
Russia has denied that it 
caused the incident. The 
U.S. has said it was work-
ing on declassifying surveil-
lance footage from the 
drone that would show 

Tuesday’s crash.
That Austin and Shoigu were 
talking underscored the se-
riousness of the encounter 
over the Black Sea. Since 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
contact between U.S. and 
Russian military leaders has 
been limited, with Russian 
officials refusing to take U.S. 
military calls in the early 
months of the war. Army 
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman 

of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said he also planned to talk 
to his Russian counterpart, 
Gen. Valery Gerasimov, 
the chief of the General 
Staff of the Russian armed 
forces.
Gerasimov was named the 
new commander of the 
Russian forces in Ukraine 
in January and its previous 
commander demoted in 
an apparent sign of Rus-

sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s dissatisfaction with the 
state of the war, which has 
been stalemated.
There were still questions as 
to whether Russia meant 
to down the drone, even 
though the moments that 
led up to its crash were “in-
tentional,” Milley said.
“We know that the inter-
cept was intentional. We 
know that the aggressive 

behavior was intention-
al,” Milley said. However, 
whether the collision itself 
was intentional was still un-
clear, he told reporters at 
the briefing.
Milley said the drone likely 
sank in waters that were 
4,000 to 5,000 feet (1,200 to 
1,500 meters) deep.
If the call between Austin 
and Shoigu was de-esca-
latory in private, it was not 
apparent from Russia’s 
public statements.
Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov told report-
ers earlier Wednesday 
that Russia has declared 
certain areas of the Black 
Sea off-limits to any aerial 
traffic during the conflict 
and suggested the U.S. was 
trying to provoke an esca-
lation through the flights. 
The drone crashed near 
Ukraine’s Crimean Penin-
sula, which Russia seized in 
2014 and illegally annexed.
“Any incidents that could 
provoke confrontation be-
tween the two great pow-
ers, the two largest nuclear 
powers, raise very serious 
risks,” Lavrov said.
Austin and Shoigu first spoke 
about Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in May 2022. At the 
time it was the highest level 
U.S.-Russian contact of the 
war.q

By JENNIFER PELTZ and 
DEEPTI HAJELA 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Stormy 
Daniels’ lawyer said the 
porn actor met with pros-
ecutors Wednesday as 
former President Donald 
Trump’s ex-lawyer testified 
before a grand jury investi-
gating hush money paid to 
Daniels on Trump’s behalf.
Daniels’ attorney, Clark 
Brewster, tweeted that 
Daniels met with and an-
swered questions from 
Manhattan prosecutors 
and was willing to be a wit-
ness. The news came as 
Trump’s former attorney, 
Michael Cohen, was giving 
his second day of testimo-
ny before the grand jury.
Daniels tweeted her thanks 

to her attorney for “helping 
me in our continuing fight 
for truth and justice.”
A message seeking com-
ment was sent to the Man-
hattan district attorney’s 

office.
“I feel great,” Cohen told 
reporters as headed into 
what he expected to be his 
final day of testimony.
In the waning weeks of 

the 2016 presidential cam-
paign, Cohen said he 
made a $130,000 payment 
on Trump’s behalf to Dan-
iels, who at the time had 
been in negotiations to tell 
her story on television.
Daniels has said she had a 
2006 sexual encounter with 
Trump that she didn’t want, 
but didn’t say no to. Trump 
says it never happened. 
The former president’s law-
yer said Trump was invited 
to testify before the grand 
jury but has no plans to do 
so. Federal prosecutors in 
2018 charged Cohen with 
campaign finance crimes 
related to the payment, 
and a similar $150,000 pay-
out he helped arrange to 
the Playboy model Karen 
McDougal, arguing that 

they amounted to imper-
missible gifts to Trump’s 
election effort. Trump also 
denied having an affair 
with McDougal.
Cohen pleaded guilty. 
Trump was never charged 
by federal prosecutors, 
however. Manhattan pros-
ecutors have been examin-
ing whether any state laws 
were broken in connection 
with the payments or the 
way Cohen was paid by 
the Trump Organization for 
his work to cover up the al-
leged affairs.
Cohen and federal pros-
ecutors said the company 
paid him $420,000 to reim-
burse him for the payment 
to Daniels and to cover bo-
nuses and other supposed 
expenses. q

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, right, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley, and 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, Celeste Wallander, attend a virtual 
meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, Wednesday, March 15, 2023, at the Pentagon in 
Washington. 
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U.S., Russian military chiefs resume contact to discuss drone

Adult film actress Stormy Daniels arrives for the opening of the 
adult entertainment fair Venus in Berlin, on Oct. 11, 2018.
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Stormy Daniels meets with prosecutors investigating Trump
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By MICHAEL HILL 
Associated Press
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — The 
embattled Roman Catho-
lic Diocese of Albany be-
came the latest diocese in 
New York to seek bankrupt-
cy protection Wednesday 
as it faces hundreds of law-
suits alleging sexual abuse.
Bishop Edward Scharfen-
berger announced the 
Chapter 11 filing after 
months of negotiations 
between the upstate New 
York diocese and lawyers 
representing plaintiffs over 
a potential settlement.
The Albany diocese, like 
others in the state, is deal-
ing with a deluge of law-
suits dating to when New 
York temporarily suspend-
ed the statute of limitations 
to give victims of childhood 
abuse the ability to pursue 
even decades-old allega-

tions against clergy mem-
bers, teachers, Boy Scout 
leaders and others.
“The decision to file was not 
arrived at easily and I know 
it may cause pain and suf-
fering, but we, as a Church, 
can get through this and 
grow stronger together,” 
Scharfenberger said in a 
release.
The bishop said that as 
cases brought under the 
state’s Child Victims Act 
were settled, “our limited 
self-insurance funds which 
have been paying those 
settlements, have been de-
pleted.” He said the bank-
ruptcy filing was the best 
way to ensure that all survi-
vors with pending litigation 
receive some compensa-
tion. The action halts legal 
actions against the diocese 
and will allow it to develop 
a reorganization plan that 

will determine available as-
sets, Scharfenberger said.
Dioceses across the nation 
have filed for bankruptcy 
protection in recent years. 
In New York, Albany is the 
fifth of eight dioceses to 
take the action, a list that 
includes those based in 
Buffalo, Rochester and 
Rockville Centre on Long 
Island.
Some attorneys represent-
ing plaintiffs against the Al-
bany diocese accused it of 
using bankruptcy as a legal 
tactic.
“We urge everyone to see 
the Diocese’s strategy for 
what it is: chicanery de-
signed to perpetuate a 
$600 million corporation’s 
pattern of decadence, de-
ception, and denial,” said 
attorney Jeff Anderson in a 
statement.
New York temporarily set 

aside its usual time limit on 
civil lawsuits for victims of 
childhood sexual abuse 
for a two-year period end-
ing in August 2021. More 

than 9,000 lawsuits were 
filed against churches, 
hospitals, schools, camps, 
scout groups and other 
institutions.q

By RODRIQUE NGOWI and 
KATHY McCORMACK 
Associated Press
PITTSFIELD, Mass. (AP) — 
Parts of New England and 
New York were digging out 
of a nor’easter Wednesday 
that caused tens of thou-
sands of power outages, 
numerous school cancel-
lations and whiteout condi-
tions on the roads.
The storm began Monday 
night and lasted through-
out Tuesday, dumping as 
much as 3 feet (91 centi-
meters) of snow and gusty 
winds. Others got just a few 
inches or a wintry mix. More 
high winds and below-nor-
mal temperatures were in 
Wednesday’s forecast be-
fore a warm-up later in the 
week.
“The storm is still centered 
off the New England coast 
and there’s still some snow 
showers wrapping around 
the backside of the system 
that is impacting portions 
of New England,” National 
Weather Service meteo-
rologist Frank Pereira said. 
He added the system is ex-
pected to “gradually work 
its way off to the East.”
Some of the highest snow 
totals reported were 35 
inches (89 centimeters) in 

Peterborough, New Hamp-
shire, and in Ashby, Mas-
sachusetts, about 15 miles 
away (24 kilometers), the 
National Weather Service 
said. At least 2 feet (60 
centimeters) of snow fell in 
parts of northern New York 
and the Catskill Mountains, 
with Indian Lake in New 
York’s Adirondack Moun-
tains recording 31 inches 
(79 centimeters).
“It just snowed, and 
snowed, and snowed,” 
said Geoff Settles, a super-

visor at a manufacturer 
who lives in Peterborough. 
“My wife and I were help-
ing some of the neighbors 
dig out. Literally, we had to 
shovel five and six different 
times just to keep it from 
being basically up to our 
chest.” Settles, who grew 
up in Leominster, Massa-
chusetts, remembered bliz-
zards there in the late 1970s. 
“I would say this is the most 
snow I’ve seen all my life,” 
he said Wednesday.
In Pittsfield, Massachusetts, 

which got at least 18 inch 
(45 centimeters) of snow, 
Michael Garvey was using 
his snow blower to clear his 
sidewalk and help a neigh-
bor dig out his driveway.
“I’ve lived here my whole 
life and I’ve seen some 
snowstorms in April, so it 
doesn’t surprise me at all,” 
the 71-year-old retired Berk-
shire County Sheriff’s Office 
worker said. 
“We got teased a couple 
of weeks ago when the 
temperature was in the 

50’s, but back to winter.”
About 185,000 customers 
in the region were with-
out power by mid-morning 
Wednesday, according to 
the PowerOutage.us track-
ing site.
“We are still expecting this 
to be a multiday restoration 
effort,” Unitil spokesperson 
Alec O’Meara said. Crews 
from New York and Penn-
sylvania arrived to help 
bring back power in parts 
of Massachusetts and help 
assess damage from trees 
and downed lines.
There were concerns about 
roofs weighed down by 
the snow. An inflatable 
sports arena dome col-
lapsed in Goffstown, New 
Hampshire, which received 
about 15 inches (38 centi-
meters) of snow. 
It wasn’t immediately 
known whether anyone 
was inside at the time or if 
there were any injuries.
Several cows were killed 
when a barn collapsed at 
a dairy farm in Dracut, Mas-
sachusetts. The owners of 
Shaw Farm said in a state-
ment Tuesday that they 
“experienced one of life’s 
unexpected challenges,” 
adding that no staff mem-
bers were hurt. q

Plows, at right, try to pass nearly stopped traffic, due to weather conditions, on Route 93 South, 
Tuesday, March 14, 2023, in Londonderry, N.H. 
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Northeast digs out from winter storm, faces power outages

Newly ordained Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger, left, is helped 
with his Crosier by Cardinal Timothy Dolan, April 10, 2014, during 
the installation of the tenth Bishop of the Albany Diocese at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Albany, NY.
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N.Y. diocese facing flood of lawsuits files for bankruptcy
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By DÁNICA COTO 
Associated Press
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— The U.N.’s special envoy 
to Haiti warned Wednes-
day that the ongoing train-
ing and resources the in-
ternational community is 
providing to Haiti’s national 
police force is not enough 
to fight increasingly violent 
gangs.
Helen La Lime, head of 
the U.N.’s Integrated Of-
fice in Haiti, unexpectedly 
joined an Organization of 
American States meeting 
in Washington, D.C., saying 
it’s time to look at new part-
nerships as she called once 
again for the deployment 
of a specialized foreign 
force.
“We’re not getting the job 
done,” she said. “We need 
to get down to the busi-

ness of building this country 
back.”
Powerful gangs have been 
infiltrating once peaceful 
communities in the Haitian 
capital and beyond, with 

experts estimating that they 
now control about 60% of 
Port-au-Prince. They have 
pillaged neighborhoods, 
raped adults and children 
and kidnapped hundreds 

of victims ranging from U.S. 
missionaries to a hot dog 
street vendor in a bid to 
control more territory, with 
violence worsening since 
the July 2021 assassination 
of President Jovenel Moïse.
“It is urgent for the OAS…to 
understand that the wors-
ening security situation on 
the ground has reached 
its peak, and armed gangs 
now roam the country 
unfettered,” said Victor 
Généus, Haiti’s foreign af-
fairs minister. Top Haitian 
officials including Généus 
and Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry have repeatedly 
sought international boots 
on the ground, a request 
first made in October that 
has gone unheeded by 
the U.N.’s Security Council, 
which has instead imple-
mented sanctions.q

By JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — A se-
nior delegation of Jew-
ish-American leaders on 
Wednesday paid a flash 
visit to Israel to urge leaders 
to find a compromise over 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s contentious plan 
to overhaul the country’s 
judicial system.
The arrival of some 30 lead-
ers from the Jewish Fed-
erations of North America 
marked a rare foray by 
the American Jewish com-
munity into domestic Israeli 
affairs and reflected con-
cerns that the turmoil in-
side Israel could spill over to 
Jewish communities over-
seas.
Eric Fingerhut, the president 
and chief executive of the 
Jewish Federations, said 
the 24-hour visit, coming at 
short notice, illustrated the 
“grave concern and wor-
ry” the Israeli debate has 
raised among American 
Jews. Netanyahu’s allies, a 
collection of ultra-Orthodox 
and ultranationalist parties, 
launched the overhaul in 
January days after taking 
office. The program aims 
to weaken Israel’s Supreme 
Court and would give Ne-
tanyahu’s allies control 

over the appointment of 
the nation’s judges.
They say the plan is need-
ed to curb an outsized influ-
ence of unelected judges 
over national policy. But 
critics say the plan will de-
stroy Israel’s fragile system 
of checks and balances 
and that Netanyahu, who 
is on trial for corruption 
charges, has a conflict of 

interest. Critics also fear 
that the rights of LGBTQ 
people and minority groups 
could be harmed  issues 
that have raised concerns 
among American Jews.
Tens of thousands of Israe-
lis have taken to the streets 
each week to protest the 
sweeping overhaul. High-
tech leaders, Nobel-win-
ning economists and prom-

inent security officials have 
spoken out against it, mili-
tary reservists have threat-
ened to stop reporting for 
duty and even some of Is-
rael’s closest allies, includ-
ing the U.S., have urged 
Netanyahu to slow down.
Repeated efforts by Israel’s 
figurehead president, Isaac 
Herzog, to broker a com-
promise have stuttered. q

A man holds a sign , don’t come back, and an Israeli flag during protest against plans by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government to overhaul the judicial system, ahead of Netanyahu’s 
visit to Germany in Ben Gurion airport near Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, March 15, 2023.
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Jewish Americans press Israeli leaders to compromise

A parent, carrying his child after picking him up from school, 
runs past police as they carry out an operation against gangs in 
the Bel-Air area of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, March 3, 2023. 
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U.N. warns gangs consuming Haiti despite help for police
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By FABIANO MAISONNAVE 
Associated Press
ATALAIA DO NORTE, Bra-
zil (AP) — Brazilian federal 
agents aboard three heli-
copters descended on an 
illegal mining site on Tues-
day in the Amazon rain-
forest. They were met with 
gunfire, and the shooters 
escaped, leaving behind 
an increasingly familiar find 
for authorities: Starlink inter-
net units.
Starlink, a division of Elon 
Musk’s SpaceX, has almost 
4,000 low-orbit satellites 
across the skies, connect-
ing people in remote cor-
ners of the Amazon and 
providing a crucial advan-
tage to Ukrainian forces on 
the battlefield. The light-
weight, high-speed internet 
system has also proved a 
new and valuable tool for 
Brazil’s illegal miners, with 
reliable service for coordi-
nating logistics, receiving 
advance warning of law 
enforcement raids and 
making payments without 
flying back to the city.
Agents from the Brazilian 
environment agency’s spe-
cial inspection group and 
the federal highway police 
rapid response group on 
Tuesday found one Starlink 
terminal up and running 
next to a pit, an officer who 
participated in the raid told 
The Associated Press. He 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity over concerns for his 
personal safety.
They also seized mercury, 
gold and ammunition, and 
destroyed fuel and other 
equipment used by miners 
in an area known as Ouro 
Mil, controlled by Brazil´s 
most feared criminal orga-
nization, known as the First 
Command of the Capital, 
according to federal inves-
tigations.
Since taking office this 
year, President Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva has sought 
to crack down on environ-
mental violations, particu-
larly illegal mining in Yano-
mami land, Brazil’s largest 
Indigenous territory. 
In recent years, an esti-
mated 20,000 prospectors 
contaminated vital water-
ways with mercury used to 
separate gold. They have 

disrupted traditional Indig-
enous life, brought disease 
and caused widespread 
famine.
The environment agen-
cy, known as Ibama, has 
seized seven Starlink termi-
nals in Yanomami land over 
the past five weeks, the 
agency’s press office said.
Illegal miners have long 
used satellite internet to 
communicate and coor-
dinate, but until now that 
entailed sending a techni-
cian, usually by plane, to in-
stall a heavy, fixed antenna 
that cannot be carried off 
when mining sites move or 
are raided. And the con-
nection was slow and un-
stable, especially on rainy 
days.
Starlink  which first became 
available in Brazil last year 
and has spread rapidly  
solved those problems. In-
stallation is do-it-yourself, 
the equipment works even 
on the move, speed is as 
fast as in Brazil´s large cities 
and it works during storms.
Starlink has long viewed 
the Amazon as an opportu-
nity. That was underscored 
by Musk’s visit to Brazil last 
May, when he met with 
then-President Jair Bolson-
aro.
“Super excited to be in 

Brazil for launch of Starlink 
for 19,000 unconnected 
schools in rural areas & en-
vironmental monitoring of 
Amazon,” Musk tweeted at 
the time.
That project with the gov-
ernment hasn’t advanced, 
however. SpaceX and the 
communications ministry 
haven’t signed any con-
tract, and only three termi-
nals were installed in Ama-
zon schools for a 12-month 
trial period, the ministry’s 
press office said in an 
emailed response to ques-
tions.
Nevertheless, Starlink has 
taken off in the region and 
begun ushering in change.
In Atalaia do Norte, on the 
western reaches of the 
Brazilian Amazon near the 
borders with Peru and Co-
lombia, Rubeney de Cas-
tro Alves installed Starlink 
at his hotel in December. 
Now, he can make bank 
transfers and conduct vid-
eo calls. He even started 
bingeing Netflix.
“There are so many new 
things to watch that I’m not 
even sleeping,” Alves said, 
chuckling.
His son once flew all the 
way to Manaus, the state 
capital 1,140 kilometers 
(708 miles) away, just to 

negotiate with a group of 
tourists via conference call. 
Today, internet at his 11-
room hotel in Atalaia do 
Norte is more reliable than 
in Manaus, and he bought 
a second terminal for his 
tour boat to enable com-
munications on its 10-day 
voyages, Alves said.
With high demand for in-
ternet, dozens of the river-
side town’s 21,000 residents 
flock to Alves’ hotel each 
day. Its balcony is a meet-
ing point for teenagers who 
spend hours playing online 
games on their phones.
“It made a revolution in our 
city,” Alves said.
A world away, in Ukraine, 
Starlink has yielded advan-
tages on the battlefield in 
its war with Russia.
Ukraine has received some 
24,000 Starlink terminals that 
allow continued internet in 
the most vulnerable regions 
of the southeast even amid 
ongoing Russian shelling. In 
large Ukrainian cities, au-
thorities have set up “points 
of resilience” that offer free 
internet along with hot bev-
erages.
The benefits of connectiv-
ity were immediately ap-
parent to bad actors in the 
Amazon, Hugo Loss, opera-
tions coordinator for Brazil´s 

environment agency, told 
the AP in a phone inter-
view.
“This technology is extreme-
ly fast and really improves 
the ability to manage an il-
legal mine,” Loss said. “You 
can manage hundreds of 
mining sites without ever 
setting foot in one.”
Another official with the 
environment agency told 
AP it is just beginning to 
expel miners from the Ya-
nomami territory and the 
spread of Starlink has com-
plicated that mission. The 
official spoke on condition 
of anonymity because of 
concerns about personal 
safety.
An unauthorized reseller 
of Starlink in Boa Vista, the 
gateway for travel into 
Yanomami territory, has 
been marketing the units 
in a WhatsApp group for 
illegal miners and promis-
ing same-day delivery. Her 
price for a terminal is $1,600 
six times what Alves pays 
for service at his little hotel 
in Atalaia do Norte. 
Others are selling the Star-
link terminals on Facebook 
groups for illegal miners, 
like one called “Fanatics for 
Prospecting.”
As lawbreakers have 
gained access to superior 
internet service, authorities 
have started using Starlink 
themselves. 
Federal agents installed a 
terminal at a new check-
point on the Uraricoera Riv-
er  an important corridor for 
miners entering Yanomami 
territory. The official who 
informed the AP about the 
Tuesday raid used Starlink 
to send photos and even 
heavy video files of their 
operation.
Brazil’s environment agen-
cy told the AP via email 
that it, along with other 
federal bodies, is studying 
how to block Starlink’s sig-
nal in illegal mining areas, 
calling it crucial to stopping 
the activity.
The AP emailed James 
Gleeson, SpaceX’s Com-
munications Director, ques-
tions about Starlink’s pres-
ence in Brazil and its use 
by illegal miners in remote 
areas, but received no 
response.q

In this handout photo provided by the Ministry of Communication, Brazil’s then-President Jair 
Bolsonaro, left, and Tesla and SpaceX chief executive officer Elon Musk shake hands during a 
meeting in Porto Feliz, Brazil, May 20, 2022. 

Associated Press

Musk brought internet to Brazil’s Amazon. Criminals love it.
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Mrs. Jocelyn Croes recognized as new 
director of the Department of Foreign 
Relations
(Oranjestad)—Since March 
15th, the Department of 
Foreign Relations of Aruba 
has known a new director 
in Mrs. Jocelyn M.M. Croes. 
She is the first woman to 
occupy this position and is 
the successor to Mr. Edwin 
Abath, who retired a year 
ago. 

Mrs. Croes has an ample 
and long trajectory within 
the government, the inter-
national branch and glob-
al diplomacy, with a focus 
on cooperation between 
countries and international 
organizations. 

Since 2002, Croes has 
worked in various positions 
within the government of 
Aruba, and has served as 
Minister Plenipotentiary for 
Aruba in the US between 
January 2008 and August 
2014. Before her govern-

ment work, she worked for 
organizations within the 
United Nations in New York, 
Africa and Asia. Croes 
studied Politics and Inter-
national Relations in the 
US, France and The Nether-
lands.   

As it is already know, Aruba 
is a country with interna-
tional orientations. Covid 
has shown the ways our 
world is interconnected as 
also how Aruba can opti-
mize solutions and be resil-
ient through international 
connections during chal-
lenging times like this. 

To achieve this, the depart-
ment plays an important 
role; one that will keep 
augmenting its importance 
in the next coming years, 
considering the develop-
ments on a global level. 

The department also de-
ploys a key role in regards 
to cooperation within the 
Dutch kingdom, relation-
ships between different 
countries and international 
organizations. Therefore, 
it is important to have a 
new director with ample 
experience and relevant 
knowledge of the priorities 
of the international budget 
and developments of the 
island. It is also important 
for the person in charge to 
have a good network on 
a local and international 
level and knowledge of 
the latest developments 
around the world, so that 
Aruba can keep being ac-
tive and amplify its role on 
an international scale. 

During her trajectory as a 
professional, Mrs. Croes has 
worked on various topics 
such as security, disarma-

ment, gender equality, 
education, energy, eco-
nomic and financial de-
velopment, and social and 
sustainable development. 
She has made sure to cre-
ate opportunities for Aruba. 
She represented the Aru-
ban government interna-
tionally, negotiated inter-
national agreements and 
treaties and is known to be 

proactive and “get things 
done.” 
Considering Mrs. Croes’ 
extensive experience and 
knowledge, the prime 
minister is confident that 
Croes will be a great ad-
dition to the department. 
Prime Minister Evelyn Wev-
er-Croes wishes Mrs. Croes 
all the success in her new 
position.q

Task Force to review pricing dilemma within tour companies
(Oranjestad)—It is no secret 
that a few tour company 
workers quarrel amongst 
each other at the shipping 
dock when it comes time 
to gather tourists for tours 
around the island. Consid-
ering the fact that the build-
ing in front of the dock—
previously occupied by the 

Department of Public Works 
(DOW)—will soon go under 
renovations, a question has 
emerged on whether there 
will be more regulations 
implemented to control the 
situations taking place on 
the dock. 

The director of Aruba Ports 

Authority, Mark Figaroa, 
stated during a press con-
ference Monday morning 
that the organization will be 
reviewing the complaints 
filed in connection to tour 
company controls around 
the times when new cruise 
ships dock. 

“We understand that there 
are various challenges 
concerning this topic, and 
we are currently working 
on various plans in collabo-
ration with an established 
task force (Cruise Tourism 
Task Force). Thought this 
had not been properly or-
ganized during the pan-
demic, the operation is 
now back on track and the 
team is working to pick up 
on their operation and to 
improve it. The task force 
consists of various stake-
holders, including the po-
lice corps and ATA. They all 
are a part of our efforts in 
searching for the best solu-
tions for this dilemma,” Fi-
garoa assured. 
The confrontation between 
company operators in front 

of tourists because of pric-
ing can leave an ugly view 
of the island. In the soon-to-
be newly-renovated build-
ing, there will be an Infor-
mation Center, where tour-
ists can find information on 
Aruba’s culture, top visiting 
sites and more. 

Figaroa also mentioned 
that they are currently dis-
cussing with other stake-
holders concerning the 
fights surrounding pricing. 
They know that this issue is 
prevalent, “but we have 
certain projects in the pipe-
line that will be dealt with 
and where we can look for 
a solution to minimize and 
even avoid these types 
of confrontations,” he 
stated.q
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Marriott’s Aruba Ocean Club

The Aruba Tourism Authority re-
cently had the great pleasure to 
recognize Goodwill Ambassadors 
of Aruba. These visitors were re-
spectively honored with a certifi-

cate acknowledging their years of 
visits, loyalty, and love to the island 
of Aruba. 

The honor certification is presented 

on behalf of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests whom 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 

The three honoring levels are as 
follows:
Distinguished Visitor (10>years con-
secutively visiting Aruba)
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba)
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:
Distinguished Visitor of Aruba
Mr. George & Mrs. Josephine San-
fratello from Illinois, United States.
 
Ms. Kimberley Richardson repre-

senting the Aruba Tourism Author-
ity, and staff members of the Marri-
ott’s Aruba Ocean Club bestowed 
the Goodwill Ambassador Certifi-
cation to the honorees, presented 
them with gifts, and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their 
favorite vacation destination and 
as their  home-away-from-home.

Top reasons for returning to Aruba, 
provided by Mr. & Mrs. Sanfratello 
were:
•	 Year-round sunny weather
•	 Aruba warm and friendly peo-

ple
•	 “We feel at home”
•	 Aruba’s delicious variety of 

foods
•	 The service in Aruba is wonder-

ful q

Prosecutor’s Office auctions several boats on March 24
ORANJESTAD - The prosecution will proceed with the sale 
of a dozen boats stored at the Marine Barracks in Sava-
neta on Friday, March 24, 2023. 

These are boats taken into custody by the Coast Guard. 
These boats no longer need to be kept and will be sold to 
the highest bidder. As with the sale of the boats in previ-
ous years, you must register in advance with the Prosecu-
tor's Office.

In doing so, you must adhere to the following:
You can register with the prosecution at ann.angela@
omaruba.aw until Friday, March 17, 2023. In addition, 
you can call Ms. Angela at the OM at tel. 521-4135. After 
March 17, 2023, registration will be closed.

When registering, please include your:
First name
Last name
Date of birth
Country of birth
Identity number (from your identity card, 
passport, or driver's license)
Phone number.

Only persons registered with the OM may 
report to the barracks gate at 10 a.m. on 
March 24, 2023, to view the boats and 
submit a written bid for the boat of their 
choice. You must have with you the ID 
you provided when you registered. If you 

do not have it with you, you will not be al-
lowed entry. Children will not be allowed 
to enter.

The OM will notify the highest bidder per 
boat as soon as possible. After that, they 
can pay by transferring the amount. Pay-
ment is only possible by bank transfer. 
Swiping or cash payment is not possible.

Buyers can pick up the purchased boats 
upon presentation of the receipt of the 
payment of the price, the purchase con-
tract, and the buyer's identification. The 
OM will notify the buyer of the date they 
can pick up the boat. The OM does not 
guarantee the condition of the boats. The 
sale is "as is where is. The buyer is respon-
sible for transportation.q
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Aruba Tourism Authority 
honored loyal visitors
at La Cabana Beach 

Resort & Casino

The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the great 
pleasure to recognize Goodwill Ambassadors of Aru-
ba. These Ambassadors were respectively honored 
with certificates acknowledging their years of visits, 
loyalty, and love to the island of Aruba. 

The honor certification is presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism as a token of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests whom have visited Aru-
ba 10, 20, or 35 years or more consecutively. 

The three honoring levels are as follows:

•	 Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively visit-
ing Aruba)

•	 Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively vis-
iting Aruba)

•	 Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively vis-
iting Aruba)

The honorees were:

Goodwill Ambassadors
Mr. Joseph & Mrs. Theresa Hudson from Pennsylvania, 
United States. Mr. & Mrs. Theresa have been coming to 
the island for 30 years consecutively. 

Ms. Kimberley Richardson representing the Aruba Tour-
ism Authority, and members of the La Cabana Beach 
Resort & Casinobestowed the Ambassador certifica-
tion to the honorees,presented them with gifts, and 
also thanked them for choosing Aruba as their favor-
ite vacation destination and their home-away-from-
home.

Top reasons for returning to Aruba, provided by the 
honorees were:

•	 Year-round sunny weather
•	 The weather’s consistency 
•	 Aruba’s white sandy beaches
•	 Aruba’s safety
•	 Aruba’s warm & friendly people q
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Create museum memories
ORANJESTAD — Museums 
are an integral part of con-
serving and honoring cul-
tures, and Aruba is no ex-
ception. Our Island has a 
wide selection of various 
museums for our locals and 
visitors to see. Take this op-
portunity to learn about our 
island and experience a 
different day beyond the 
beach. Let us introduce to 
you the these locations.

Museum of Industry Aruba
Museum of Industry in San 
Nicolas, better known as 
the art capital of Aruba. 
This museum presents the 
history of gold, aloe, phos-
phate, oil and tourism 
through elaborated dis-
plays and multimedia in-
stallations.
The Museum of Industry is 
situated in the Water Tower 
in San Nicolas and narrates 
Aruba's industrial history 
which began in the 19th 
century. The Water Tower 
was built in 1939 and con-
sists of three sections: the 
substructure, the high-rising 
vertical shaft, and the tank 
at the top. The Water Tow-
er was purchased by the 
Monuments fund in 2003 
so it could be restored and 
preserved as one of Aru-
ba's monuments. The Mu-
seum of Industry is part of 
Fundacion Museo Arubano 
(FMA), which is a founda-
tion set to maintain, pre-
serve, and protect the Aru-
ban culture sector, history, 
and nature. The museum of 
Industry is open daily from 9 
am till 1 pm.

For more information check 
out their Facebook page 
Museum of Industry Aruba.

Archaeological Museum of 
Aruba 
The Archaeological Mu-
seum of Aruba is locat-
ed at Schelpstraat 42 in 
downtown Oranjestad. The 
renovated historic Ecury 
complex in downtown 
Oranjestad has been trans-
formed from a family home 
to a modern museum that 
preserves Aruba’s Amer-
indian cultural heritage. 
This 21st century museum 
is especially designed to 
preserve valuable artifacts 

dating back to the Pre-Ce-
ramic period of 2500 BC. 

In the late 1980’s AMA 
identified its need for an 
adequate housing for its 
collection and activities. 
After studying various op-
tions, a project proposal 
was drawn up, including 
the acquisition and restora-
tion of historical buildings in 
downtown Oranjestad.

These historical buildings 
were formerly the proper-
ty of the Ecury family. The 
“Ecury Complex”, is a clus-
ter of single and two-story 
historic buildings, mainly 

Dutch colonial architec-
ture from the late 19th and 
20th century on a plot of 
approximately 1.700 m2.

In 1997 the Aruban Govern-
ment bought the complex 
for the National Archaeo-
logical Museum project. 
In 2004 a financial agree-
ment was signed with the 
European Development 
Fund and in 2006 restaura-
tion and construction work 
began on the monumental 
buildings and the new to 
build exhibition space. In 
December 2007 the key to 
the complex was delivered 
and the museum’s employ-

ees moved to the new lo-
cation. The final design for 
the exhibit was completed 
in November 2007 and 
the permanent exhibit, fi-
nanced by the Aruban 
Government and the Union 
of Cultural Organizations 
(UNOCA), opened in July 
2009.

At the new location the 
National Archaeological 
Museum Aruba disposes of 
approximately 500 m2 for 
its permanent exhibit. This 
exhibit conveys through ar-
chaeological objects and 
modern exhibition tech-
niques information on the 
origin and culture of the 
first inhabitants of the is-
land. The new permanent 
exhibit gives the visitor an 
insight into the cultures that 
inhabited the island in Pre-
Historical and Early Histori-
cal times. The museum also 
hosts an attractive public 
program including lectures, 
educational projects, tem-
porary exhibits and work-
shops.

The museum is open daily 
from 9:30 am till 4:30 pm. 

For more information check 
out the Facebook page 
Museo Arqueologico Na-
cional Aruba.q
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Thayisa Farro:
“Dancing has and continues to bring joy in my life”
(Oranjestad)—Thayisa Zieryani 
Farro is a young adult who has 
been, since very young, active in 
different hobbies. As an adult and 
currently working as a tax advi-
sor, she still participates in activi-
ties and continues to practice her 
hobbies. In a special interview with 
our Aruba Today, she shares her 
life story, her hobbies and how she 
hopes to continue to be active for 
many more years to come. 

BDA: Tell us a bit about yourself 
and your childhood.
Farro: “Aside from school, I had a 
very active childhood, where I had 
taken dance lessons, cuatro les-
sons, ping-pong and drawing les-
sons. Out of all these activities, it 
was dancing that I loved the most. 
After I finished primary school, I at-
tended Colegio Arubano second-
ary school and at that time I knew 
that if I didn’t finish home work or 
finish studying, I would not be al-
lowed to go to dance lessons, 
no matter how much I cried and 
begged. 

Besides these things, I spent a long 
time with family, especially my sib-
ling and cousins. We spent a lot of 
hours playing outside, going to the 
beach, riding bikes and playing 
ball games. It was a fun time.”

BDA: How old were you when you 
started in the dance world? And 
why did you choose dancing?
Farro: “I started ballet lessons at 4 
years old at Simadanza with Miss 
Ina Profet. My mom put me in 
these lessons, because she never 
had the opportunity herself to do 
this. I ended up loving ballet after a 
few lessons. From there my love for 
dancing grew. Besides the lessons 
at Simadanza, I also danced with 
Pierewietje, with Miss Martha Figa-
roa. When I turned 10 years old, I 
started folklore lessons with Miss 

Astrid Salazar from Simadanza. I 
slowly started participating in more 
dance lessons at Simadanza, in-
cluding jazz-ballet, modern dance, 
street dance and tap dance. 
When I went to study abroad, 
I took some dance lessons too. 
When I came back to the island, I 
went back to Simadanza. Now, as 
an adult, I participated in a few les-
sons at ArubaSalsa with Miss Melitza 
Bermudez and I’m currently danc-
ing with Kids and Youth in Action.”

BDA: What did you study?
Farro: “When I was younger, I al-
ways wanted to be a dentist. 
When I finished secondary school, I 
was drawn out to study dentistry in 
The Netherlands. During this time, I 
went to Belgium to study biomedi-
cal sciences y obstetrics with the 
thought that I would be able to 
study dentistry later. Unfortunate-
ly, I was never chosen by the uni-
versity. After 2 years, I returned to 
Aruba. This is when I was advised to 
study Law at the University of Aru-
ba, because it was a very broad 
study. After I finished my Bachelor 
of Law, I did my Masters in Taxes at 
the University of Aruba and Maas-
tricht; totally different from dentist-
ry, but still a study that taught me a 
lot about our rights on the island.”

BDA: Do you feel that dancing 
made you the person that you are 
today?
Farro: “Looking back, I feel that 
dancing helped me become dis-
ciplined, determined and respon-
sible. Dancing taught me to priori-
tize my time so I can finish my other 
obligations from school or work 
before I can dedicate it to danc-
ing. It’s also a time where I can be 
creative and challenge myself so 
I can master a certain dance or 
choreography.” 

BDA: you still dance. Is it something 

you see yourself doing for a long 
time?
Farro: “I sure hope so! Dancing has 
and continues to bring joy in my 
life. I got to know a lot of people 
through dancing and I’ll always 
have an admiration for them. Dur-
ing dance lessons, we would al-
ways laugh and have a great time. 
It’s a time where the stresses of ev-
eryday life disappear. Dancing has 
also been proved to reduce the 
risks for certain chronic illnesses, like 
dementia. For this reason, I wish to 
be dancing for many more years, 
so I can keep the mind and body 
strong and healthy.” 

BDA: Where do you see yourself in 
10 years?
Farro: In 10 years, I hope to still 
be dancing and be active in the 
dance and sports world. I hope to 
be in good health, spending more 
time with family and friends, and 
using my life experiences to help 
and inspire others.” q
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Ambassador suites
Eagle Beach
1 Br WK 12/13/14 room # 1435 
$8400 each
1 Br WK 12 room # 1233 $7200
1 Br WK 13/14 room # 1235 
$7200 each
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

For Sale 
Noord 
commercial land to build 
restaurant,
Motel , or more property land at 
shaba 
Matadera , 3500 m
 Price :$200 m2
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach
1 Br WK # 13 room # 763
26 weeks remain
Price :$ 15 K
call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

La Quinta Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 
2 Br WK #9 room #212
Ocean view 
Price :$12K
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Divi Village 
Eagle Beach
2 Br WK # 13 room # 3512
28 weeks remain expire :2036
Price :$12 K
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Dutch Village 
Eagle Beach
1 Br week # 8 room#94
20 weeks remain expire 
2037
Price :$8 K
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B:
Week 2/unit 1113 (18k);
Week 5/unit 1315 (20k);
Week 8/unit 1113 (19k);
Week 8/unit 1409 (19k);
Week 10/unit 1207 (17k);
Week 13/unit 1509 (14k);
Week 14/unit 1308 (14k); and,
Week 15/unit 1217 (10k).
cdMOwner@gmail.com
us(call/Text): (860)992-3890
_______________________________216163

For Sale By Owner
Wk 10 divi Links Golf & Beach
rm 2301 1Br/2Ba rTu:Exp2044
+10 accelerated sleeps 4 $7500
Wk 9 divi Little Bay st. Maarten
rm 621 1Br/2Ba  rTu: 
Exp.2042
+10 accelerated sleeps 4 $4500
ritchey5652@comcast.net
________________________________216297

SOLD

By KEN SWEET and STAN 
CHOE 
The Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — A bank 
run conjures images of “It’s 
a Wonderful Life,” with anx-
ious customers crammed 
shoulder to shoulder, des-
perately pleading with a 
harried George Bailey to 
hand over their money.
The failure of Silicon Val-
ley Bank last week had 
the panic but few other 
similarities, instead taking 
place on Twitter, message 
boards, cell phones and 
bank websites.
What made the failure of 
Silicon Valley Bank unique 
compared to past failures 
of large banks was how 
quickly it collapsed. Last 
Wednesday afternoon, 
the $200 billion bank an-
nounced a plan to raise 
fresh capital; by Friday 
morning it was insolvent 
and under government 
control.
Regulators, policymakers 
and bankers are looking 
at the role that digital mes-
saging and social media 

Customers stand in a queue outside a branch of the Northern 
Rock, the British mortgage lender, in Harrow, London, on 
Monday Sept. 17, 2007. 

Associated Press

Bank runs used to be 
slow. The digital era sped 
them up

may have played in the 
collapse, and whether 
banks are entering an age 
when the psychological 
behavior behind a bank 
run  mass fear from deposi-
tors of losing their savings  
may be amplified and go 
viral quicker than bank of-
ficers and regulators can 
successfully respond.
“It was a bank sprint, not 
a bank run, and social 
media played a central 
role in that,” said Michael 
Imerman, a professor at 
the Paul Merage School of 
Business at the University of 
California-Irvine.q
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San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Sta. Cruz Tel. 585 8028
San Nicolas:
centro Medico Tel. 584 5794

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

facebook.com/arubatoday/

HEALTH

Dutch Village
Eagle Beach
1 Br WK 8 room # 14
6 full acclerated weeks 
contract expire :
Price $5 K 
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.haleeytimetravel.online 

Casa Del Mar
Eagle Beach
2 Br WK#9 and 10 room #1302
Ocean view $20 K each
1 Br WK#9 and 10 room #1329
Pool /view $8 K each
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Dutch Village 
Eagle Beach
studio WK # 12 room #33
30 weeks remain 
Price :$7 K
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Aruba Eagle Resort
Eagle Beach
2 Br week 9,10,11,12 room # 
2544
sunday check in 
Waterfall pool view
Price :$18K each
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Ambassador suites
Eagle beach
1 Br WK # 12 room # 1328
Price : $ 7 K
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Divi Village 
Eagle Beach 
stutio week # 13 room # 6206
studio week #14 room # 6205
18 weeks remain on each
Price $7 K each
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Divi Village 
Eagle beach 
Floating weeks Platinum
2 x studio  $6 K each
22 weeks remain each
1 Bedroom$7 K
16 weeks remain
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Condo for sale 
atlantic 360
20 new construction right
On eagle beach 
3 and 4 Br prices starting from 
$900K
For more info call:011-297-630-
1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

House For sale 
alto Vista Noord
2 Br , 2 Bath fully furnished
With and appartment Ocean 
view 
Price $550 K
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Condo 
Gold coast Wespunt
3 Br , 3 Bath 
Fully furnished 
Price $480 K
call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Casa Del Mar
Eagle beach
2 Br WK # 12 room #1205
Ocean view 
Price :$ 20 K
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

House for sale 
Palm Beach 
3Br 2 Bath with one appartment 
5 min walk to the beach 
Price :$550K
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

House For sale 
Beach Front Malmok
6 Br 6 bath 
Price :$3 Million 
call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Condo for sale
Bubali Noord
2 Br 2bath town house 
5 min drive to eagle beach
Price :$275K
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

HTTA 
Time - share resale
are you interested in sell your 
Timeshare in aruba 
contacts the expert 37 years 
Of doing honest business on 
the Islands 
call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Divi Village Golf
Eagle beach
1 Bedr WK 9 room # 2118
studio WK 9 room # 2117
22 weeks remain each
Price : 1 Br $8 K stu $ 7 K
call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands 
1 Br WK #14 room # 2541
Pool / Ocean view
Price :$10 K
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands
1 Br WK 15 room #2111
Ground floor 
Pool / ocean view 
Price :$10 K
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach
2 Br ,2 Bath Platinum
Ocean side ( light house 
building)
Price: $19 K 
call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 

________________________________216377

Aruba Eagle Resort 
Eagle beach 
1 Br WK # 8 room # 4561
saturday check in 4th floor
Pool / View
Price :$9 K
call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Caitlin 
Bassett plays a woman who 
jumps through time and 
space on NBC’s “Quantum 
Leap,” a fitting job for an 
actor who has lived many 
lives already.
Bassett, who spent seven 
years in the U.S. Army, then 
attended law school and 
later acting school, now 
finds herself on a hit TV 
show, a multi-career path 
driven by her curiosity and 
heart.
“I think part of growing up 
is owning what you want 
to do and trying it and be-
ing like, ‘If I fail, well, that’s 
on me. But at least I tried,’” 
says Bassett, 32.
Bassett was an intelligence 
analyst in the Army, at-
taining the rank of staff 
sergeant, and completed 
three combat deploy-
ments  two to Afghanistan 
and one to Qatar. She is 
grateful to the military for 
all that it nurtured in her.
“It gave experiences. It 
gave abilities. It gave dis-
cipline. It gave work ethic. 
It gave perspective. Like, 
at the end of the day, if no 
one’s dying, we’re having 
a good day,” she says.
The new “Quantum Leap” 
takes place decades af-
ter the sci-fi classic left off. 
The first version starred 
Scott Bakula as a scientist 
who leapt between vari-
ous bodies to help people 
solve a dilemma. In the se-

quel series, Raymond Lee 
plays the leaping scientist, 
and Bassett plays his guide, 
appearing during every 
leap as a hologram that 
only he can see and hear, 
revisiting the role played by 
Dean Stockwell.
The first episode is set on the 
day of Live Aid in 1985, and 
the time-leaping scientist 
wakes up as the getaway 
driver of a bank-robbing 
crew. Bassett’s character 
gives him historical context 
and teaches him skills, like 
how to drive a stick shift.
In later episodes, he leaps 
into such predicaments as 
the cockpit of the space 
shuttle Atlantis in 1998, a 

boxing ring in Las Vegas in 
1977 and into the body of 
a a female bounty hunter 
in 1981. Bassett’s charac-
ter has been given the ap-
propriate background of a 
former military intelligence 
officer.
Bassett was too young to 
catch the original series 
when it aired from 1989-
1993 but her parents and 
older siblings were fans. She 
admits she was terrified to 
revisit such a popular show.
“In the age of reboots and 
sequels, nobody wants to 
mess up beloved things. At 
no point did I get into act-
ing to really do a bad job,” 
she says.

The revival has been a hit, 
and NBC has ordered a 
second season. Bassett 
sees it as a sort of empathy 
machine a weekly adver-
tisement to try to under-
stand other people.
“You literally are always 
having to learn what it’s like 
to be someone else in their 
toughest moments, which 
often are their most defin-
ing and most formative in 
their lives,” she says.
“Quantum Leap” execu-
tive producer and show-
runner Martin Gero says 
what you see with Bassett is 
what you get and calls her 
a “once-in-a-lifetime dis-
covery.”

“There’s really very little arti-
fice there. She’s an incred-
ible person,” he says. “To 
be catapulted into such a 
massive part on a massive 
franchise like this is pretty 
unbelievable and speaks 
to her very unique and sin-
gular ability.”
Bassett was raised in Bal-
timore and comes from a 
military family. Her father 
served in Vietnam, and 
her grandfather served in 
World War II. She joined the 
military shortly after gradu-
ating high school at 18.
“I originally wanted to be a 
medic, actually, but I test-
ed very highly and I actu-
ally got kind of talked into 
intelligence,” she says. “I’m 
so grateful I did because I 
got to peek behind the cur-
tain of how the world works 
that I never would have 
gotten working in a medi-
cal field.” After her military 
service ended, Bassett 
moved to New York, where 
she attended Brooklyn Law 
School for two years before 
deciding to pursue acting 
full time and getting ac-
cepted to the prestigious 
Stella Adler Studio of Act-
ing, graduating in 2020.
“Acting was always some-
thing that I had wanted 
to do, but it just felt like life 
hadn’t created that oppor-
tunity. And then when I was 
in law school in New York, I 
saw my life once again tak-
ing a direction,” she says. 
“So I left law school for the-
ater school.” q

By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Legend-
ary British singer-songwriter 
Cat Stevens will release 
a new album of original 
songs this summer that took 
the “Peace Train” hitmaker 
over a decade to make 
and revisits familiar themes 
of togetherness.
The 12-song collection is 
called “King of a Land” 
and comes out in June on 
George Harrison-founded 
Dark Horse Records. The 
album cover illustration 
shows a boy playing gui-
tar on top of the Earth, as 
a cat stretches and a train 

puffs along a track.
The first single is the cheer-
ful, family friendly “Take the 
World Apart,” with the lyrics 
“I’ll take the world apart/to 
find a place for a peaceful 
heart.”
“The source of musical in-
spiration for this song came 
from the 50s. The smoochy 
harmonies and chords 
have an enchanting effect 
on the ear. Life was simpler 
then: lonely hearts yearn-
ing for love,” he said in a 
statement to The Associ-
ated Press.
The album reunites Stevens 
with producer Paul Sam-
well-Smith, who produced 

three Stevens albums be-
tween 1970-72  “Tea for the 
Tillerman,” “Teaser and the 
Firecat” and “Catch Bull at 
Four.”
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
member Stevens, who also 
goes by Yusuf, the name he 
took when he converted to 
Islam, has been a respect-
ed writer since releasing his 
debut in 1967.
He’s had a string of Top 
40 hits, from “Peace Train” 
and “Wild World” to “Morn-
ing Has Broken.” 
He was just named to 
Glastonbury’s coveted 
Legends slot this summer.q

Caitlin Bassett attends NBCUniversal’s 2022 Upfront press junket in New York on May 16, 2022. 
Bassett stars in the NBC series “Quantum Leap.” 

Associated Press

‘Quantum Leap’ star Caitlin Bassett jumps from Army to TV

British singer-songwriter Yusuf / Cat Stevens performs at the 2016 
Global Citizen Festival in Central Park in New York on Sept. 24, 
2016. 

Associated Press

Cat Stevens to return this summer with a new album
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By STEVE MEGARGEE 
AP Sports Writer
Aaron Rodgers said 
Wednesday he intends to 
play for the New York Jets 
in 2023 after 18 seasons in 
Green Bay and the four-
time NFL MVP quarterback 
is waiting for the Packers to 
trade him.
The 39-year-old Rodgers, 
speaking during an ap-
pearance on “The Pat 
McAfee Show” on YouTube 
and Sirius XM, said he be-
lieves the Packers want to 
move on and make 2020 
first-round draft pick Jordan 
Love their starting quarter-
back.
“At this point, as I sit here, 
I think since Friday I’ve 
made it clear that my in-
tention was to play and my 
intention was to play for 
the New York Jets,” Rodg-
ers said. “I haven’t been 
holding anything up at this 
point. It’s been compensa-
tion the Packers are trying 
to get for me, kind of dig-
ging their heels in.”
Packers president and CEO 
Mark Murphy has acknowl-
edged the team granted 
the Jets permission to talk 
to Rodgers, the face of 
the franchise since Hall of 
Famer Brett Favre was trad-
ed to the Jets in 2008. The 
Jets sent a contingent that 
reportedly included owner 
Woody Johnson, coach 
Robert Saleh and general 
manager Joe Douglas to 
Rodgers’ home in Southern 
California last week.
Rodgers expressed his ap-
preciation for his 18 seasons 
in Green Bay but added 
that it’s time for the Packers 
“to do the right thing.”
“I have nothing but love in 
my heart for every Packer 
fan and everybody who 
works in the organization,” 
Rodgers said. “My life is bet-
ter because of my time in 
Green Bay. 
But we’ve just got to look 
at the reality. They want to 
move on. They don’t want 
me to come back and 
that’s fine. They’re ready 
to move on with Jordan. 
That’s awesome. Jordan’s 
going to be a great play-
er.”
The Packers had no imme-
diate comment on Rodg-
ers’ remarks, which follow 
days of speculation that his 

time in Green Bay might be 
done.
Murphy spoke of Rodgers 
in the past tense while dis-

cussing the quarterback’s 
future with Green Bay TV 
station WBAY last week dur-
ing an appearance at the 
Wisconsin Interscholastic 
Athletic Association girls 
basketball championships.
“Very few players play for 
only one team,” Murphy 
told WBAY. “Obviously Brett 
had a great career. Aaron 
had a great career here. 
Regardless of what hap-
pens, Aaron will be in the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
He’ll be in our Hall of Fame. 
We’ll bring him back, re-
tire his number. This is just 
one of the things that we 
go through as a team. 
We want to try to achieve 
something that’s good for 
both Aaron and us.”
Rodgers had said at the 
end of the 2022 season 
that he would need time 
to decide whether to re-
turn to the Packers, request 
a trade or retire. He said 
Wednesday he had discus-
sions with Packers officials 
regarding his future shortly 
after the team wrapped up 
a 8-9 season that ended a 
string of three straight NFC 
North titles.

“Everything that I was told 
in the week that I was in 
Green Bay was: ‘Take as 
long as you want and we 

want you to retire a Packer. 
If you want to come back 
and play, obviously the 
door is wide open,’” Rodg-
ers said.  “That was the in-
formation I was going on.”
As he pondered his future, 
Rodgers spent multiple 
days last month on a iso-
lation retreat in Oregon, 
where he said he stayed 
alone in a room in total 
darkness.
Rodgers said he was 90% 
leaning toward retirement 
at the time of the retreat. 
When he was done with the 
retreat, he said, he noticed 
a difference in the Packers’ 
approach toward his future 
with the franchise.
“Now when I came out of 
the darkness, something 
changed,” Rodgers said. 
“I’m not exactly sure what 
that was, but something 
changed. ... I realized there 
had been a little bit of a 
shift. I heard from multiple 
people that I trust around 
the league  players mostly  
that there was some shop-
ping going on, that they 
were interested in actually 
moving me.”
Rodgers said that made 

him realize the Packers 
probably didn’t want him 
back.
“It was clear to me at that 

point, that although the 
Packers were going to say 
the right thing publicly, that 
they were ready to move 
on,” he said. “I don’t know 
what changed that or what 
moved that  if they just said, 
‘Hey, we need to make a 
decision here because he 
hasn’t made a decision 
here yet.’ 
Again, there’s no victims 
here. I’m not sitting here as 
a victim.”
The Jets’ interest in Rodg-
ers has been apparent as 
they seek to end the NFL’s 
longest active playoff 
drought. They lost their final 
six games while going 7-10 
last season and haven’t 
reached the postseason 
since 2010.
Their new offensive coordi-
nator is Nathaniel Hackett, 
who earned raves from 
Rodgers while coordinating 
Green Bay’s offense from 
2019-21.
“There’s a lot of reasons why 
the Jets are attractive,” 
Rodgers said Wednesday. 
“But there’s one coach 
that has meant as much to 
me as any coach I’ve ever 
had.  And he happens to 

be the coordinator there.”
Saleh and Johnson both 
expressed their interest in 
adding a veteran quar-
terback to a roster that al-
ready features one of the 
league’s best defenses.
If Rodgers ends up with the 
Jets, it would be a case of 
history repeating itself.
The Packers sent a 39-year-
old Favre to the Jets in 
2008, a move that ushered 
in Rodgers’ arrival as Green 
Bay’s starting quarterback. 
Favre won three MVPs with 
Green Bay during his Hall of 
Fame career.
Rodgers backed up Favre 
for three seasons after the 
Packers selected him out 
of California with the 24th 
overall pick in the 2005 
draft. Love has backed up 
Rodgers for three seasons 
since the Packers traded 
up to take the former Utah 
State quarterback with the 
26th overall pick in 2020.
Rodgers’ future has been 
the subject of speculation 
ever since the Packers se-
lected Love. 
Rodgers acknowledged 
the selection caught him 
by surprise. One year later, 
he skipped the Packers’ 
mandatory minicamp in a 
standoff with Packers man-
agement.
But the two sides eventually 
patched things up.
Rodgers signed a contract 
extension with the Packers 
last year after producing a 
second straight MVP sea-
son. When he was asked 
last June at the Packers’ 
mandatory minicamp 
whether he expected to 
finish his career in Green 
Bay, Rodgers replied, “Yes. 
Definitely.”
Those plans apparently 
changed after a 2022 sea-
son in which he had his low-
est passer rating as a starter 
(91.1) and threw 12 inter-
ceptions, his highest total 
since 2008. Now Rodgers 
believes his time in Green 
Bay is done.
“Coming to this reality has 
been really bittersweet,” 
Rodgers said. “I was drafted 
by Green Bay. I … love that 
city, love that organization. 
Always going to have love 
for that organization. 
But the facts are right now 
they want to move on, and 
now so do I.”q

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) reacts as he leaves the field after an NFL 
game against the Minnesota Vikings on Sunday, Jan 2. 2022, in Green Bay, Wis. 

Associated Press

Rodgers plans to play for Jets in 2023, awaits Packers’ move
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer
MIAMI (AP) — The NBA 
suspended Memphis Griz-
zlies guard Ja Morant eight 
games without pay on 
Wednesday after deter-
mining that his displaying 
a firearm at a club in sub-
urban Denver earlier this 
month was “conduct detri-
mental to the league.”
Morant will miss his sixth 
game when the Grizzlies 
play in Miami on Wednes-
day night. He will miss the 
next two games and be 
eligible to return on Mon-
day when Memphis plays 
Dallas. The games he al-
ready missed will count to-
ward the suspension, and 
Morant will forfeit about 
$669,000 in salary.
“Ja’s conduct was irre-
sponsible, reckless and po-

Memphis Grizzlies’ Ja Morant is shown during an NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles 
Lakers, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023, in Memphis, Tenn.

Associated Press 

NBA suspends Ja Morant 8 games for video showing gun in club
tentially very dangerous,” 
NBA Commissioner Adam 
Silver said in a statement. 
“It also has serious conse-
quences given his enor-
mous following and influ-
ence, particularly among 
young fans who look up to 
him.” Silver met with Mo-
rant in New York before 
announcing the league’s 
decision. The Grizzlies had 
no immediate comment; 
coach Taylor Jenkins is 
scheduled to hold his stan-
dard pregame availabil-
ity Wednesday evening in 
Miami before the game 
against the Heat.
The league’s investigation, 
which started almost im-
mediately after the March 
4 incident in which Morant 
livestreamed himself on Ins-
tagram, found that he was 
“holding a firearm in an in-
toxicated state”  but did 
not prove that the gun was 
owned by Morant “or was 
displayed by him beyond 
a brief period.”
The league investigation 
also did not find that Mo-
rant had the gun with him 
on Memphis’ flight to Den-
ver, or that he possessed 
the gun while in any NBA 
facility. Police in Colo-
rado said last week that 
they looked into the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
the video and concluded 
that there was no reason 
to charge Morant with a 
crime. The Grizzlies initially 
said Morant would miss at 
least two games. Hours lat-
er, Morant said in a state-
ment distributed through 
the agency that represents 
him that he takes “full re-
sponsibility” for his actions 
and that he was going to 
“take some time away to 
get help.” ESPN reported 
that Morant sought coun-
seling at a facility in Florida.
The two-game absence 
was followed by the team 
announcing last week that 
Morant would miss at least 
four more games, a stretch 
that concludes Wednes-
day. Morant then met 
with Silver on Wednesday 
as the NBA’s investigation 
was concluding. He knows 
now when he’ll be eligible 
to return.
It wasn’t immediately clear 
if Morant will be ready to 
play on Monday.q


